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An analytical study of the questions and results of the basic education
certificate for the academic year 2017-2018

Abstract

The basic education certificate exam is considered very important in student's life,
because it is the first exam students must pass to achieve a certificate that qualifies
them to enter public, vocational, religious education or other disciplines. Inquiries
and doubts are raised frequently about these questions and outcomes by parents
and students. For that center for educational measurement and evaluation had
analyzed tests and results of basic education students 2017/2018 of each subject,
and the final result in all Syrian governorates.

The study aimed to:

R/
A X4

Identify the percentages of questions according to cognitive levels.
Identify the percentages of questions by type (essay, objective) according to
grades.

33

S

The availability of good test specifications of questions and correction scale.
Identify the statistical characteristics of students™ grades of the basic
education certificate and the nature of their distribution, comparing with

R/ X/
A XS X4

natural distribution, according to the levels approved by the Ministry of
Education.

¢ Define the success and failure rates in each subject and in each province
separately.

The most important findings of the study:

e The questions of the subjects were varied between essay and objective.
The percentages were in favor of essay questions except English and
French.

e The highest percentages of questions in favor of the lower cognitive levels
(remembering, understanding and applying) in all subjects, while the
percentages of questions of higher levels, and the affective field were
little.

e The criteria of the general form in the examination paper for all subjects
have achieved, except for the criteria of containing questions that
distinguished outstanding students in English, national education, history,
science, and Islamic religion education.

e The standards of the correction scales for all materials have achieved.

e The criteria for the essay questions have achieved, except for the criteria
of measuring questions for higher levels of thinking haven't achieved in
National education, History, Science, and Islamic religious education.



e The criteria of true or false, multiple choice, completing, ordering,
matching and drawing questions have achieved in the materials
containing these types. While matching questions have not met the
criteria for unequal number of introductions and answers in English and
French.

e The statistical characteristics of the students' grades differed in the final
result and in each subject individually and in each governorate.

e The mode value in most materials was the minimum score for success.

e The distribution of pupils™ grades in all subjects differed from one
governorate to another.

e The students’ grades were far from normal distribution in all subjects and
in all governorates.

e The percentages of students' grades in the subjects were mostly in the
first (able to improve) and the second (the medium) levels.

e The success rates of pupils in the subjects increased in most governorates
except in Al-Hasakah governorate, where the success rate dropped
significantly, especially in mathematics, general sciences and health.

Study proposals:

- Conducting courses for teachers, mentors and specialists in all subjects on how to
prepare and develop test questions containing all levels of knowledge in acceptable
proportions, in addition to focus on the performance side of the materials that could
include this kind of questions.

- Conducting courses for teachers and mentors on how to formulate questions that
measure higher levels of thinking.

- Include teachers' guides on how to analyze the test questions and the results of
learners at all levels of study.

- Applying of standardized exams for some subjects of the second stage of basic
education at the end of each semester to train the learners and to help them to
alleviate the exam anxiety when applying for the exam of basic education certificate.

- Comparing of the grades of students in the basic education certificate between
several years to determine whether there are indicators of inflation or contraction of
grades.

- Conducting studies, researches and joint courses between the Center for
Measurement and Educational Evaluation and the Curriculum department at the
College of Education (Practical Education) on how to train the student teacher to



prepare the tests and how to measure the results of learners according to modern
methods.

- Conducting more researches on the exam questions including the different
educational stages.

- Conducting a study of the ease, difficulty and distinguishing the questions of the
tests of the basic education certificate to search for the factors that led to the
increasing or decreasing of grades between governorates, and among subjects.

- Conducting an analytical study of the main reasons that lead to the failure of
students from the perspectives of teachers and those who are responsible for the
educational learning process.






Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of Education

alk

SYR
Educational Evaluation Soosill gyl ¢ Gulgall 3&a

Centre for Educational Measurement and Evaluation

Center for Measurement and

An Analytical Study of the Questions and Results of

the Basic Education Certificate for the Academic
year 2017-2018

Prepared by:

Center for Measurement and Educational Evaluation 2018



